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among the early mystics-^ Imam Ja'far Sadiq (d. 765 A.D.),
Hasan al Basn (d. 728 A.D.), Uwais al Qaranl (fl. 1st cent. A.D.),
Daud al-Tal (d. 781 A.D.); Shaqiq Balkhl (d. 810 A.D.), Ibrahim
ibn Adham (d. 777 A.D.) ; Rabi'a al 4 Adawiya (d. 753
A.D.), Habib 'Ajmi (d. 899 A.D.), Abu Hanifa N'uman (d. 768
A.D.), al-Kharraz (pupil of Hasan), Fudayl ibn 'Ayaz (d. 803
A.D.).
The chief characteristic of their belief was the submission
of human will to God. They were seekers more of piety and
other-worldliness than of divine knowledge, they had an
exaggerated consciousness of sin and an overwhelming dread of
divine retribution, yet they had early developed emotional and
ecstatic features and they negated the externalia of religion.
Among Rabi'a al * Adawiya* s sayings there are many which
show emotional tendencies. For instance, " Consume with fire,
O God, a (presumptuous) heart which loveth Thee."60 " I
reserve my heart for Thy converse, (O Lord !) and leave my
body to keep company with those who desire my society. My
body is thus the companion of the visitor, but my dearly
beloved is the companion of my heart/'61 She is reported
to have said that the love of God had so taken possession of
her soul that there was no room left even for the love of the
prophet, much less of hatred for the devil.62 The fear of
death and of the day of judgement was expressed in many
ways. Rabi'a says, " O my soul! how long wilt
thou sleep? When wilt thou awake? Soon thou shalt
sleep to rise no more, till the call shall summon thee on
the day of resurrection."63
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